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8, the stories her father had told her
from his hospital bed, letters and notes
left by her grandfather, and much
more.

She became a sort of detective, find-
ing more letters tucked into framed
pictures, stuck to the attic floor in the
old family home all sorts of unexpected
places. Each letter or scrap of paper be-
came a piece of the family puzzle.

In 1976, she began to fashion the
notes and letters into the first Round
Barn book. The book published this
month, ‘“The Round Barn: Biography of
an American Farm’ is the fulfillment
of her promise to her grandfather, her
magnum opus, a detailed and loving
portrait of a way of life that no longer
exists.

The Dougan Guernsey Dairy Farm
ceased operating in 1967, just as agri-
business and large corporate farms
were beginning to redefine American
farming.

In 1979, the Round Barn was added to
the National Registry of Historic
Places.

By 2012, the dilapidated old structure
had become a safety hazard, and it was
torn down, but thanks to Jackie Jack-
son’s beautifully detailed biography of
her family’s farm and the people who
lived and worked there, generations
from now readers will still be able to
visit the magical world of the Round
Barn.

As this Thanksgiving Day, this
American harvest festival, approaches,
I am thankful for the Round Barn
books that capture a bygone day of
American farming like holograms, and
Loretta and I are grateful to our friend
Jackie for giving the world such a gift.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

—————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
was unavailable for rollcall vote No.
277, on the nomination of Joseph
Otting, of Nevada, to be Comptroller of
the Currency. Had I been present, I
would have voted nay.

Mr. President, I was unavailable for
rollcall vote No. 278, on the motion to
invoke cloture on Donald C. Coggins,
Jr., of South Carolina, to be United
States district judge for the District of
South Carolina. Had I been present, I
would have voted yea.

Mr. President, I was unavailable for
rollcall vote No. 279, on the motion to
invoke cloture on Dabney Langhorne
Friedrich, of California, to be United
States district judge for the District of
Columbia. Had I been present, I would
have voted yea.

Mr. President, I was unavailable for
rollcall vote No. 280, on the nomination
of Donald C. Coggins, Jr., of South
Carolina, to be United States district
judge for the District of South Caro-
lina. Had I been present, I would have
voted yea.®

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)
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VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for the votes on con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No.
300, the motion to invoke cloture on
Executive Calendar No. 313, the motion
to invoke cloture on Executive Cal-
endar No. 314, and the confirmation of
Executive Calendar No. 313.

On vote No. 277, had I been present, I
would have voted nay on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 300.

On vote No. 278, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on the motion to
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar
No. 313.

On Vote No. 279, had I been present,
I would have voted yea on the motion
to invoke cloture on Executive Cal-
endar No. 314.

On Vote No. 280, had I been present,
I would have voted yea on the con-
firmation of Executive Calendar No.
313.e

——
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I
would like to review for the Senate the
status of appropriations for fiscal year
2018.

The Appropriations Committee has
marked up 8 of the 12 regular appro-
priations bills for this fiscal year. The
committee has also processed two sup-
plemental appropriations bills and one
continuing resolution.

We have little time to finalize the
regular appropriations bills and to con-
sider additional supplemental appro-
priations requests for defense and for
natural disaster recovery.

We need a new budget deal to finish
our work. Congress and the administra-
tion must reach agreement on accept-
able top-line funding levels for defense
and nondefense programs.

At the funding cap currently in law,
the Appropriations Committee would
be hard-pressed to write a 2018 Defense
bill that fully meets our national secu-
rity needs or reflects the priorities of
the Senate.

The current continuing resolution
expires on December 8. We cannot af-
ford to extend that CR into next year.

A budget agreement is necessary for
the Senate to approve responsible ap-
propriations legislation. I urge all par-
ties to those negotiations to redouble
their efforts to reach agreement.

————

WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. The World Day of
Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims
commemorates the millions of people
killed and injured on the world’s roads.
It is also a day to thank emergency
services for their role in saving lives;
to reflect on the impact of road deaths
on families and communities; and to
draw attention to the need for im-
proved legislation, awareness, infra-
structure, technology, and post-crash
responses to save more families from
the tragedy of losing a loved one.
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The theme of this year’s World Day
of Remembrance is ‘2020 Target: Re-
duce Road Fatalities and Serious Inju-
ries by 50%.” It refers to the UN Sus-
tainable Development Goal 3.6 which
calls on governments and their stake-
holders, including NGOs and private
citizens, to address the personal, med-
ical, and financial burden that road
deaths and injuries cause; 1.25 million
people die from road crashes every
year, and tens of millions are seriously
injured. Road traffic crashes are the
No. 1 killer of young people aged 15 to
29 and the eighth leading cause of
death among all people worldwide.

Rochelle Sobel, president of the Asso-
ciation for Safe International Road
Travel, said, ‘“The World Day of Re-
membrance is an important oppor-
tunity to stand together with the glob-
al community to commemorate road
victims and call for an end to the crisis
on our roads. No one should have to go
through the needless, preventable loss
of a child, a brother, a mother, a
friend, killed in a road traffic crash.
This year’s theme to reduce the num-
ber of deaths by 50% by 2020, reminds
us of the need to drive responsibly,
educate our children, and advocate
with our governments to implement
and enforce policies that will protect
road users and prevent more families
from suffering the pain of losing a
loved one on the road.”

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO PETTY OFFICER SEC-
OND CLASS TERENCE PARSONS

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor PO2 Terence Parsons of
Genesee, ID, whom the United Service
Organization, USO has recognized as
the USO’s Sailor of the Year for 2017.
Terence Parsons took action to assist
two motorists involved in car accidents
and marines involved in a mass cas-
ualty situation. The USO explained,
“Displaying unselfish devotion and
great heroism, Terence Parsons, a
Navy corpsman, put himself in harm’s
way to assist members of the commu-
nity. While off duty on two separate
occasions, he witnessed car accidents
that caused potentially life-threat-
ening injuries to the victims involved.
With little thought of his own safety,
Parsons responded by providing life-
saving treatment.” The USO further
commended Terence Parsons for his re-
sponse to a mass casualty event of 18
marines suffering multiple injuries sus-
tained during U.S.S. Oak Hill U.S.S.
Kearsarge amphibious warfare quali-
fications. Terence Parsons’ quick ac-
tion was pivotal in preventing further
injury and saved numerous lives.
Terence joined the U.S. Navy in 2011
and credits the values, including a re-
spect for hard work and teamwork, he
obtained growing up in Genesee and
the support of his family, command
and friends with enabling his military
success. Terence Parsons has also re-
ceived many other recognitions for his
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distinguished service. These honors in-
clude the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal and the Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medal. Con-
gratulations, PO2 Terrence Parsons, on
receiving this recognition, and thank
you for your exceptional service on be-
half of our Nation. You and the out-
standing servicemembers you serve
alongside are true assets to our com-
munities, State, and Nation. I com-
mend you on your achievements and
wish you continued success.®
——

TRIBUTE TO RAY HAGEMAN

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Garfield County’s fire warden,
Ray Hageman, for his actions to orga-
nize and coordinate the local response
to the Lodgepole Complex fire. Ray and
his team worked to preserve the lives
and livelihoods that were threatened
by this devastating fire. Their actions
exemplify the resolute character of the
Treasure State.

The Lodgepole Complex fire was one
of the largest fires of the 2017 wildfire
season. When first responders finally
defeated the flames, well over a quar-
ter million acres of land had burned.
Ray was on the frontlines of this rural
fire, orchestrating the distribution of
local equipment, coordinating effective
initial response techniques, and help-
ing to integrate the efforts of partner
firefighting organizations from outside
the county.

Effective local leaders like Ray are
supported by the committed team
members they lead, team members like
Garfield County’s Anne Miller, who
was the public information officer for
the Lodgepole Complex fire. Anne
worked around-the-clock at the begin-
ning of the fire to build a common un-
derstanding of a changing fire environ-
ment. By enabling open and clear lines
of communication, she strengthened
the team’s fire response efforts and
saved many Montanans from potential
loss of property and life.

Ray and his team weathered one of
the largest wildfires in the Nation.
Their courage in the face of adversity
serves as an inspiration to all Mon-
tanans. Thank you, Ray, for leading
under such difficult circumstances and
working hard to protect Montanans
from wildfires.e

———
TRIBUTE TO IKE MORRIS

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to celebrate the 80th birthday of
Ike Morris, a proud honorary West Vir-
ginian, a legendary businessman, and
one of the dearest friends I have ever
known.

There is no better position to find
yourself in than being able to give back
to the community you love. I can at-
test my small hometown of Farm-
ington helped mold who I am, and it
brings so much joy to my life to be able
to give back to the place that shaped
me. Ike and I share a bond rooted in
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public service. Whether supporting
Glenville State College or getting the
tab at the Cornerstone Cafe in Glen-
ville, Ike enjoys every minute of it.

Ike got his start working for his fa-
ther in the oil and gas business. Want-
ing to set out on his own, Ike moved to
West Virginia in 1962 and worked serv-
icing rigs until he established Waco Oil
& Gas in 1975. No one in the north cen-
tral region of the Mountain State gets
confused when someone mentions
“Waco.” When you say ‘“Waco’ around
here, people think of Ike Morris. They
don’t think of Texas.

It was in Glenville where Ike met the
love of his life, Sue. He knew Sue was
the right woman for him, and he knew
that West Virginia was the right State
for him. They have been married for
over 50 years. As Ike can attest, once
you come to West Virginia, it becomes
part of you forever. The Mountain
State made a lasting impact on him,
and he and his family have made a last-
ing impact on the Mountain State. Ike
is truly one of the most humble, gen-
erous and hard-working people I know.

Together, Ike and Sue have contrib-
uted to the success of many projects at
Glenville State College, which is also
home to the I.L. “Ike” and Sue Morris
Stadium. As a lifelong educator and
1965 alumna of Glenville State, Sue
knows how vital it is that our edu-
cational institutions are provided with
the tools needed to keep up with ever-
changing technologies. Their generous
spirit and compassion extend through-
out the Glenville community and be-
yond, touching the lives of countless
West Virginia workers, students, and
businessowners—all traits they have
passed to their children and grand-
children.

Ike and Sue’s children, Shelly and
Doug, have both made Glenville their
home. Ike and Sue are blessed with and
immeasurably proud of their four
grandchildren—Hannah, Luke, Ian, and
Jordan—and their great-grand-
daughter, Arianna. Ike wouldn’t let me
stop without mentioning his beloved
companion, Waco, his Labrador Re-
triever.

Ike, as your family and friends honor
you, I know this will be a sincerely
memorable occasion for you to reflect
on your many accomplishments and ex-
periences, while you enjoy the com-
pany of your loved ones. You have pro-
vided so much happiness and wisdom to
the lives of those around you through-
out the years. It is my wish that the
memory of this special day remains
with you and Sue just as your guidance
and influence will remain in all the
lives you have touched.

Again, it is with the greatest admira-
tion that I send to you my best wishes
on your special day. Happy Birthday.e

—————

REMEMBERING ANNA KATHERINE
DIGGS TAYLOR

® Mr. President, today I wish to recog-

nize and honor the life and legacy of

the Honorable Anna Katherine Diggs
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Taylor of Detroit, MI, for her trail-
blazing career as the first African-
American female judge appointed to
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Michigan.

Judge Taylor was born Anna Kath-
erine Johnston on December 9, 1932, to
parents Virginius Douglass Johnston
and Hazel Bramlette Johnston in
Washington, DC. Her father Virginius
served as treasurer for the prestigious
Historically Black College, Howard
University, while her mother Hazel was
a business teacher and homemaker.

In a quest to equip their daughter
with the best education and set the
foundation for her legal career,
Virginius and Hazel Johnston enrolled
Judge Taylor in the Northfield School
for Girls, one of very few schools ac-
cepting African-American students.
She graduated from Northfield in 1950.
After graduation, she went on to at-
tend Columbia University’s Barnard
College for her bachelor’s degree and
received her law degree from Yale in
1957.

Judge Taylor’s historic career began
after her graduation when she became
a staff lawyer in the Solicitor’s office
of the U.S. Department of Labor. After
her post at the Department of Labor,
she moved to Michigan and became the
Assistant Prosecutor for Wayne Coun-
ty in 1961.

The Jim Crow era of the South was a
harrowing time for America, and Judge
Taylor courageously fought for civil
rights during the 1960s. During the his-
toric Freedom Summer campaign in
1964, she represented civil rights work-
ers in Mississippi that were arrested
for assisting African Americans in ex-
ercising their fundamental right to
vote. Upon her arrival in Mississippi,
three civil rights workers—James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael
Schwerner—went missing. While in-
quiring on their disappearance at the
Neshoba County courthouse, she was
met with disdain and racial epithets
from a crowd gathering around the
courthouse.

Following the terror she witnessed in
Mississippi, where she feared for her
own life, Judge Taylor returned to
Michigan and continued to fight for
equality with an intense determina-
tion. In 1966, she served as an assistant
attorney for the Eastern District of
Michigan. After a brief period in the
private sector, Judge Taylor joined
State Senator Coleman A. Young’s
campaign for mayor of Detroit. Once
elected mayor of Detroit, Coleman
Young enlisted her help to improve ra-
cial inequality in the city.

After working on President Jimmy
Carter’s campaign, President Carter
nominated Judge Taylor for the U.S.
District Court in Detroit in 1979. Her
appointment made her the first Afri-
can-American woman to serve as judge
in the United States Sixth Circuit
Court. She went on to make
groundbreaking rulings and became
chief judge, serving from 1997 to 1998.
After a 32-year career on the bench,
Judge Diggs Taylor retired in 2011.
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